
With every passing year, the xSJSS Sydney Committee strives to keep fundraising dollars

coming in so we can fulfil our aim of donating to special maintenance projects at the school

and funds to assist the Sisters of the convent in their day-to-day living.

It probably goes without saying that it has been a tough year for many. Families with

mortgages copping interest rate hikes and the general cost of living sky-rocketing and possibly

some losing their jobs. 

So before recapping the year – we would like to extend our extreme gratitude to everyone who

has participated in helping us keep our goals alive, digging deep and giving us support. 

Without you – we are nothing.

Consequently, our monthly ZOOM meetings suffered as we centered on discussions around

rate of return for efforts (we are all volunteers and most of us work fulltime with family

commitments) so only two events were organised. 

The first was our ever-popular, annual KATI in May. The attendance at this fundraiser was 50%

more than the previous year. We love that Word-Of-Mouth is spreading…. Is it about the

wonderful prizes? Perhaps it’s about the warm camaraderie we share as a group? Or just

maybe, it’s about the delicious meals served after each Kati?  Whatever the reason, we look

forward to Increasing our numbers. A big shout out to Heather at the Drummoyne Uniting

Church, Five Dock for their continued support.
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Let’s do the Time Warp
again…..

What a blur 2023
has been!





which took a lot more planning and manpower, was our
inaugural Spring Market in October. 

The event was the brainchild of our Chairperson, Roslyn
Lee who convinced the group that, if we could get ex-
alumnae as well as the community involved, it would be a
WIN-WIN situation. When the Leader speaks, we listen. 

Invitations were made to various groups/individuals to pay
a nominal fee for a Stall at the Market to sell their wares
and services, whilst the Committee also took up a few of
the spaces for our own fundraising. With the help of
generous donations, goods and prizes, it was a positive
start.
Kudos to the efforts of the “walkers” who spent hours
doing letterbox drops around the local area to advertise;
our faithful churchgoers who helped spread the word and
to Father Joti Bilowalu for allowing us to utilize the hall at
his St Vincent’s Ashfield parish in Sydney.

Our second event....

The day was blessed with beautiful, warm sunny Spring weather. And, who can resist the aroma
from a sausage sizzle? We made ours a bit fancy by having various marinated chicken kebab
sticks as an option, ensuring everyone had enough energy to last the distance! 



The story of the day...apart
from our huge success
w a s  h e a r i n g  t h a t  o n e  v i s i t o r  w a s
s o  e x c i t e d  t o  g e t  h e r  “ s a u s a g e
s a n d w i c h  f i x ”  w h e n  s h e  r e c e i v e d
t h e  l e a f l e t  d r o p  i n  h e r  l e t t e r b o x
t h a t  s h e  c a m e  a  w e e k  e a r l y !  

W h e n  s h e  f i n i s h e d  e a t i n g  h e r
o r d e r  a n d  l i c k i n g  h e r  f i n g e r s ,  s h e
c a m e  b a c k  a n d  a s k e d  i f  w e  w e r e
p l a n n i n g  t o  m a k e  i t  a  w e e k l y
e v e n t .  T h a t  c o m p l i m e n t  w a s
G O L D !   

W e e k l y  i s  o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,
h o w e v e r ,  a n n u a l l y  m i g h t  w o r k !

D e l i c i o u s  a n d  m o u t h - w a t e r i n g
I s l a n d  f o o d ,  I n d i a n  f o o d  a n d
C h i n e s e  f o o d  s t a l l s  w e r e  t h e
b i g g e s t  h i t s  o f  t h e  d a y .  T h e
s m a r t  s h o p p e r s  m a d e  s u r e  t h e y
s e c u r e d  t h e i r  f o o d  o r d e r s  b e f o r e
v e n t u r i n g  f u r t h e r  a r o u n d  t h e
f a i r .                               



I t  w a s  a  f u l l  d a y  w i t h  v e n d o r s  o f f e r i n g  m a n i c u r e  p a m p e r i n g ,  c a n d l e s  a n d
a r o m a t h e r a p y ,  p l a n t s ,  b r i c - a - b r a c ,  f l o w e r s ,  p l a n t s ,  j e w e l l e r y ,  h a n d b a g s  a n d
s h o e s ,  c u s h i o n s  a n d  b o o k s .  

T h e  C a k e s  a n d  H o t  b e v e r a g e  s t a n d  a t t r a c t e d  f r i e n d s  w h o  w h i l e d  a w a y  t h e
t i m e  r e m i n i s c i n g  a n d  h a v i n g  f u n .  

T h e n  i t  w a s  T a l a n o a  T i m e … . .



I t  w a s  h e a r t - w a r m i n g  t o  s e e  l o t s  o f  n e w  f a c e s  a t  b o t h  e v e n t s  t h i s  y e a r  a n d

f r o m  f e e d - b a c k  r e c e i v e d ,  q u i t e  a  f e w  f r i e n d s h i p s  w e r e  r e n e w e d  a n d  m a d e .

A s  t h e  s u n  w e n t  d o w n  a n d  h a v i n g  d o n e  a  g o o d  1 0 h o u r  s h i f t ,  i t  w a s  t i m e  t o

p a c k  u p  a n d  c l e a n  u p  a s  t h e  b a n d  o u t l a s t e d  u s .

O n  t h e  s o c i a l / d i g i t a l  m e d i a  s i d e  o f  l i f e ,  w e  w e r e  p l e a s e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o

p r e s e n t  o n e  e p i s o d e  o f  T h i s  i s  Y o u r  L i f e  w i t h  M a r i c a  T a b u a l e v u ,  w i t h  o u r

S p e c i a l  H o s t  B e r n a d e t t e  R o u n d s  G a n i l a u .  I t ’ s  a l w a y s  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o

l i s t e n  a n d  s h a r e  t h e  i n s i g h t s  o f  o u r  s i s t e r  a l u m n a e  i n  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  p a s t  t h e

g a t e s  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  a t  W a i m a n u  R d .  

T h i s  c a n  b e  v i e w e d  o n  Y o u t u b e  l i n k :  h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?

v = L j I b j _ z s I r w    

  

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  o u r  m o n t h l y  “ S p o t l i g h t ”  g u e s t s

w h o  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  a n d  i n s p i r a t i o n s .  

T h a n k  y o u  t o  M o n i q u e  M c P h e e t e r  ( ’ 8 7 ) ,  M o n i k a  B o n n a r  O ’ B r i e n  ( ’ 7 6 ) ,  P h y l l i s

F o n g  ( ’ 7 0 ) ,  A t e l a  Y e e  ( ’ 8 4 ) ,  F i  M o c e i t u b a - K a u k i m o c e  ( 2 0 1 0 ) ,  A m r i t a  G a j i

S h a r m a  ( ’ 8 1 ) ,  B e r n a d e t t e  P y s t e r  L o w r y  ( ’ 6 6 ) ,  M a r l e n e  C h a n d r a  ( ’ 7 3 ) ,  B e v e r l e y

C r o f t  ( ’ 8 0 ) ,  E l i z a b e t h  R i z z o  ( ’ 8 3 )  a n d  M a r y  C r o m b i e  ( ’ 6 9 ) .  

I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  r e a d  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  –  t h e s e  c a n  b e  v i e w  o n :  h t t p s : / / w w w . x s j s s -

s y d n e y . c o m / b l o g  

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  s o r r y  t o  s a y  g o o d b y e  t o  J u d y  B u l a t i k o  a n d  K a t h y

J o h a n s e n  t h i s  y e a r .  T h e i r  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  l i v e  o n  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  o u r

w e b s i t e  a n d  f b  e x p o s u r e  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  g r o u p .  A n d  w e  a r e  d e l i g h t e d  t o

w e l c o m e  b a c k  Y v o n n e  O s b o r n e  a n d  a  n e w  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r  P h y l l i s  F o n g

w h o  h a v e  b r o u g h t  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  t a l e n t s  t o  t h e  t e a m  t h i s  y e a r .

A l s o ,  S a n j i t a  T e s i r a m ,  o u r  w e b s i t e  a n d  s o c i a l  m e d i a  g u r u ,  h a s  r e s i g n e d  d u e  t o

h e a v y  w o r k  c o m m i t m e n t s  a n d  w e  t h a n k  h e r  s i n c e r e l y  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  s h e  h a s

d o n e  f o r  u s  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r  a n d  w i s h  h e r  a l l  t h e  b e s t .

I f  y o u  o r  s o m e o n e  y o u  k n o w  w i s h e s  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h i s  d y n a m i c  g r o u p ,  s h o o t

u s  a n  e m a i l  a t :  x s j s s f j s y d n e y @ g m a i l . c o m  

T h e  x S J S S  S y d n e y  C o m m i t t e e  w i s h e s  y o u  a n d  y o u r  l o v e d  o n e s  a  w a r m ,  h a p p y

a n d  s a f e  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e

n e w  y e a r .

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LjIbj_zsIrw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LjIbj_zsIrw
https://www.xsjss-sydney.com/blog
https://www.xsjss-sydney.com/blog
mailto:xsjssfjsydney@gmail.com
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